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Honor and Sacrifice

Thoughts for veterans and for the fate of warriors to come.

T 1926, when Congress first rec-
opnized  Armistice  Day—wlut we
now call Velermns Day—in comnieim-
oralion of the agreement that ended
Worlidd War L, it declared that Nov, 11,
1918, “marded (he cessition of he
sk destructive, sanguinary and far-
reaching war in hmian annals ad
the resumption by the people of e
United States of peaceful relalions
wilh olher nations, which we hope
may nover #gain be severed. ., "

Threequarters of a century afler
Congress expressed that hope, how
tragically naive il seems 1o have e
linved there could ever be a wir to
enid all wars. Yet when the Cold War
eomclued, we allowed ourselyes to
belizve it hail been the war to end all
warg, We knew In 1591 Uhat prior vie-
tories in priog wars had led ps to delp-
sions of eternal pesce, but now that
e huael won theTong, bwilight strug:
gle® to which Jolin Keonedy bod
colled s, what was Teft to win? Histe-
v b eoine bo an enil; mankingd bad
thosen, once and for all, s optinul
organidng  principles.  Citilization

ld dawned anew.

That brave new millenninm last-
eilall of a decade, of course. Four ki-
jecked jetliners foresd us to adjust
our eyes bo the bwilight once mioee.

A hece will always be wars, 50
will we always cill upon the young
and brave o fight them: ['ve spent
the past two jears talking Lo and
wititing about American war vetet
pos—mioally men who seoved i
Wirdd War If and their sons who
served in Vielnam. These are fighl-
er4 of b wars, one celebgated, the
other reviled; one victorions, (he
thar fistile,

But the character of Uie war did

1ol determine the charcter of the

witrrior: Yeterans of both wars wenl
pverseas, possessed of idealisnt as
arly yowngstess can be, willing to
gacrifiee thitir lives for the good of
their comrmden: anid  countrymen,

And veterzng of bolh wars Dave for -
“decades  [dmentod
friends by day and dreamed of wir's

their  fallen

hitror by aight.
+ "My experence in war wasn'L all

{hat different [rom my soa's” 2 veler-
an of Sielly, Taly and France tohl e,
“Tbwas i different experiencs Hecause
it was different prople, bl when you
ndprgo gunfice, Tdan't hink there's
a differemce” Comlnil deeply unites
tinae who liave {aken part incit and
deeply divides them from everyune
elze. Lain nnta vetecnn, snd although
P trieel my Liest i Jong hours af
conversabion to understand what
these men went throngh, 1 osver will
be ahle (rudy to appreciale what enoe
bat is lihe, nor, | helieve, e anyone
else who bas not been there, Une vet:
erait of Uie Pacificsaid, "I's very bard
b bl ot thia to people who ha-
vert' experienced I 1F a2 person bas
felt it then they wnderstand whit Fm
talking abeul. And ol paricilarly
the waords that T put oul—they cain
el the feelingr alul e presgies tat
corde oot of me. Tt i T'm dealing
with somebody else thal Bea never ex-
perienived Wit find of thingg 1 ean't
coryrrse with you”

War elinges people. Thicly-five or
55 years after the Ret, men may have

froabie  recalling the  date they
stormed @ benddi or the fme of the
lieutessant whe bed e oncs patoal,
Bl ey never lnngel Wietr feeling the
first Lime thiy were shot ol or =iw a
baidy hlown apart or heard Hiak a bl
dly liac Yees hilbiedl. Thiey never forget
thie sighls sl sotmds and smells of
lving with disth oo daily bagis.
“When Vietnam god going,” 9 vel-
epan of Twa Jima recailid, T sail, S
nafibiteh, we don't teed any more e
criifs fior the VEW.' T eried an awii
Int when my by went overseas. Mom

and | erfed ourhearis ot

This tday, &4 vears aller the end of
Hie war to eod all wars; e pool of
iesttified] recruils for the Yeterins of
Toreim Wars i3 growing again—in
Alhmistan wow, and soon, perhaps,
it Irag. Whether we endorse or dis-
sent from decisions our leaders miake,
i our names, o pul yoong Amer-
icang in harm's way, we shirk our du
byas citizens i we avert our eyes from
whiat Lhey are about to encounter
and, i they srvive, wiint they will
live with the rest of iheir lives, We

ri-.-::‘--.n-:-;ﬁﬁ‘:ﬁz s
Dave many ways to honot otr vebers

ans—parades, monuments, s

expresiions of thanks. Tut this Veter-

manmmm.ﬂmmm:'

honor the sacrifice of yestenfay's war-

i
i

rios, we nieed to think hand I:Ei-i]rlE‘_

e sk it of the warrlors of Loday,
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